DISTRICT PARTNER MEETING FOR

PROVINCIAL INTEGRATION SUPPORT PROGRAM

Supporting Students With Severe/Profound Disabilities

Oct. 20, 2011

MINUTES

PROVINCIAL INTEGRATION SUPPORT PROGRAM

Date:  Oct. 20, 2011  Time: 8:30 a.m.  - 3:45 p.m. 

Location: Coast Tsawassen Inn, 1665 – 56th Street, Delta, B.C. 1-800-943-8221 

Facilitator: Terry Wendorf, Coordinator for Provincial Integration Support Program

1. Welcome - 8:30 - 8:45 Terry (45 min.)

Welcome & explain meet & greet at break

• High School Participation Video from PISP website - view
2. Technology Updates 8:45 -10:15 (90 min.) Cindi Johnston, Bridges B.C. Sales Person cindi@bridges-canada.com 

www.bridges-canada.com
Highlights…

• annual conference in Toronto is upcoming in November May 2012 - contact Cindi for more information - you can join in with live sessions.  Some sessions and keynotes will be available through live-streaming off our website

• online support service - EDUCATTE Educate- which is a subscription service to support assistive technology for school districts - developed in lieu of workshops as an option to provide readily accessible info when a workshop format is not ideal- price is based on the size of the district (contact Cindi for more information)

• Bridges will work with the school district to develop their own technical workshop support website that is individualized to the needs of the specific district (e.g., troubles making a Clicker 5 grid - directions and how to video is there for support) - not having to wait for that training to come to the district

• good connection to source out where to get support if Bridges does not provide the item/software that you need

• Bridges also does a lot of the national training for a variety of programs and materials

• they also run online courses through EDUCATE and have a wish list - where people can send a message as to what they are looking for

• Kurzweil 13 new for Windows and Kurzweil 5 available for Macs - everything black and white is being streamlined into colour over time

Q: any changes for improving voices for the Mac version for Kurzweil?  Callie and David are the best Mac voices right now remember to install them

• Firefly is the future of Kurzweil - as it is all web delivered (web licensed) - will be launched in January 2012;  (free trial is available if you google them)

• Click 5 - not changes in the software program at this time

• Equals Math - age neutral math kit of assessment activities, vocabulary cards and learning activities for any ability (every lesson is scripted out for mild, moderate to severe and goes from concrete to abstract) - comes through AbleNet but this has been Canadianized – and follows NCTM standards

• Me-ville to We-ville - is a 3 unit curriculum from AbleNet - with scripted activities for early literacy for developmentally delayed students;  scripted out for teachers; lesson and materials; extension activities;  a passwords and username is provided with the kit to receive updates to the package (Cindi lends out materials is needed to preview prior to purchase)

 

• iPads - there are a variety of mounting systems (e.g., Loc Link through Modular.com)

•  i-adaptor is available and is a case for the iPad - once the iPad is in the case, there are volume controls on the outside and other features - speakers are on the case as well

• CAYA did an app study last year

• Go-Talk app - by Attainment - and you can put your own button and message on it - this is coming out in January.

• Sono Flex - by  Tobi - is also a nice communication app - comes with 10,000 pictures but you can import your own pictures as well

• Sounding Board - by AbleNet (only $49.00 - is another communication option - comes with pre-made boards and you can also create your own boards with choice of layouts (can make these simple) and you can link boards together and is switch accessible by Blue2 switch

• Sensory Software - with grid) 2 - has an app "Grid 2 Player" and offers more sophisticated communication options

• APPS - it is about finding the right one for the right student

• Blue2 Bluetooth switch - is compatible with anything that is bluetooth ready - i.e., iPad

 

• Keys You See - with yellow keys - from AbleNet - comes in 4-5 different languages and have key guard skins

• Table Tapper - if switch is placed on the table, and set for 2 taps and timed seconds - also adjust for sensitivity - the student just has to tap the table - for students who are not able to handle direct select (through Adaptivation)

• Talk Trac - 5 messages can be worn on the wrist; images can be slid into the wrist device; direct selection only - not switch accessible (by AbleNet)

• Step by Step Choice - you can record a message and you can skip through some of the messages to get to the message you want (this is for a certain user who can determine which message in the series, s/he wishes to use) 4 min. of record time available

• Go -Talks + - across the top, 3-core message will stay the same (e.g., I need help; I need to take a break; I need to go to the washroom; etc.) Not switch accessible.

• Go-Talk 32+ - you can define your own 3 core messages and determine scanning features (The Express 32 Mode - you can choose and sequence communication symbols together to form a sentence)

• Quick Talker - is also available as a simple voice output device and an alternative to Go-Talk devices but not switch accessible. (AbleNet)

• Telus Smart - hand held device with good sounds - JABBLA Company from Belgium and come with software called Mind Express with environmental control as well as communication.  (Available with French vocabulary/grammar as well) Cost over $4,000.00

• Co-writer has a talk mode as well to utilize for students (simple software may work rather than an entire device)

• Co-writer 6 - the palette of settings is not on the screen;  you can flip the panel over and this is developed by Don Johnson (simulates aspects of the iPad)

• kids are writing on face books and blogs, etc.

• Talking Brix by AbleNet - 3 pack and magnetic - are rechargeable - with just 1 message and 10 seconds of recording time for $139.00 - and Video Brix is coming out as well with a built in camera which can be attached to the single message

• Ted Talk - google "siftables" - check it out

• Audible (personal amplifier) - ($160.00) - made by AbleNet is now available

• New discreet mount by AbleNet - Latitude for smaller mounting solutions - in place of the Universal Mounting Arm although the Universal is still available.

• Daisy Solutions - in Richmond B.C. also provides some customized mounting solutions

• Technology using gaze for communication selection hss really improved

• technology has be loaned from Bridges from 1 - 2 weeks depending on the equipment and the cost depends on the device

• Remarkable Ideas Gallary - by AbleNet and ideas will come to you - like a word search (The wiz)

http://www.ablenetinc.com/Support/The-Wiz
Action: Cindi Johnston will let us know if the new AbleNet has fixed the levels feature in the new Step by Step Communicators (i.e., changing one level does not erase all levels)  Outcome - Apparently AbleNet has corrected this problem on the new devices.

BREAK 10:15 - 10:30
3. Website Update: What's new? 10:30 - 11:00 Terry (30 min.) 

• New updates on PISP website: refer to the green handout
- word search engine - type in "find the" data collection and bring up handout

- PISP contacts updated - at a glance with each person's email

PISP staff email and individually phone each student's case manager during the school year to provide support & training re: the student's IEP objectives 

- Program Info. - all referral forms along with the question sheet are available to download from our website; how can you help?

- preview the referral forms before they are sent in to make sure all of the information is there for us to screen. 

- referral update forms are also available; how can you help?
- we encourage you to automatically print these off and fill in the new school and contact people, when students move.

- help teams send in a short DVD of the student's activities for a request for follow up visit.
- Videos - please encourage your case managers to tell their classroom teachers about our videos; we often find classroom teachers have not seen some of our videos and are not aware of our website; they are all downloadable and viewable online.

PISP Video Site:  visuals are such great learning tools

a) Tutorials - great for new classroom teachers and EAs

b) How to… videos - new additions:

• High School Participation 

• Switch It On

• What Is Integration? (snapshots)

• (Working on: Participation At Home Video)

- Strategy Section includes: communication, social, vision & sensory, fine motor, gross motor, team considerations, measuring progress, planning tools, mealtime, transition to adulthood and behaviour;  

- very practical handouts available to print off for teachers to print off for their EAs.  

- New docs: see green sheet

- reorganized Measuring Progress - forms versus samples

(Send in your samples/forms if you have some to add)

- Transition: RDSP information (Registered Disability Savings Plan) - 

would you like a presentation on this next year?
- Classroom Teacher Handbooks continue to be a good tool for classroom teachers! (Downloadable from our website - for elementary, secondary, and adult workers)  Customize it for your student.

- Learning Modules - all updated this year! content, references, coaching activities, student based activities and PISP coaches are offered;  designed to mentor teachers throughout the entire school year;  

- Vancouver Island University - online course continuing with 8 teachers including TOC's.  

- encourage districts to form their own learning cohorts to utilize the learning modules 

- PISP learning modules are linked onto the CASE site as well

- Inservices - all of the inservices provided by PISP people are also available to you in this section.  This includes notes to the facilitator, handout package, and for some - Power point presentations.

- Participation Kits -  Jobs & Leisure Activities as well as continuing to add more lesson plans, etc. to the Parallel Academic Participation kits.

- Pull up: modifications for any subject
- Equipment - where you can view frequently used equipment for voice, adaptors, accessibility tools, switches, and mobility.

Note: where to purchase your equipment 

- Disability Awareness - sites for various disabilities to find out more information about a syndrome. 

- Resources - list of all of the provincial outreach programs and their mandates;  other resources included there such as links to nutritional resources & locations of swallowing disorder facilities throughout B.C.

- Networking: 

- District Partner List - updated bi-annually; great way to track down someone from our meeting for follow up discussions. 

- The PISP binder materials will all be found on the PISP website  - refer to Tools For District Partners.
4. APPS for all learners - 11:00 - 11:35 Sue Batstone (35 min.) Sue demonstrated several different apps for the iPad that might be used by some of our students.

Puppet Pals is also a nice free app and can take a picture of them selves and put it into the puppet.  Cost $2.99A license to download for groups of apps can be purchased by some districts - Terry will share this when she receives the information.

Disney has some puzzles available in apps and is only 99 cents.

Grasshopper apps are very clear pictures with white background (e.g., I Like Books - which has 27 books)

Doodle Buddy is a good app for creative art work using gross motor hand movements.

Action: Sue will tweak the handout and Terry will email the link to all district partners. 

Outcome: this has been sent to all partners Oct. 31/11.

Action: Terry will post this in the networking section for this year's meeting as well. 

Outcome: Email sent to secretary to post.
5. Show & Tell - (11:35 - 12:00) 

• Boomerang Social Program - Sheri Montgomery, SD36 Surrey (10 min.)

Sheri works as a Life Skills teacher at a high school.  Sheri has worked with her band teacher to help address bullying at their school and the lack of social connections.  The Boomerang Project is a peer mentoring project with senior mentors who help to transition new grade 8 students into the school.  They have expanded this program to include some of the Life Skills Students to act as mentors as well.

• CanAssist Stamping Adaptation - Irene Ennis, SD63 Saanich (5 min.)

The link for Katie's Cards is http://www.karingcardsbykatie.com/
LUNCH - provided 12:00 –12:45  (45 min.)
5. a) Assessing & Collecting Data On Comprehension for Non-verbal Students

    b) Data Collection For All/Any IEP Objectives

   12:45 - 2:15 Sue Batstone (SLP), Pat Blundon (SLP) & Sheri Montgomery (90 min.) 

Insert Sue's notes and/or refer to her PowerPoint

• Pat Blundon introduced Sheri Montgomery.  Pat spoke to our group about the Ministry wanting data collection on PISP impact on student's IEPs post visit.  She showed the group examples of data collection methods and forms and then facilitated a group discussion where partners worked on revamping wording on IEP objectives they had brought with them.

Action: Terry will post on the website the data collection form and sample that Sheri used for collecting switch use for her student (Jessica).

Action: Terry will post photos/video clips of people collecting data in the measurement section of the strategies on the PISP website.
Action: Terry will post the samples for the objective working on holding the Wii device independently. 

Outcome: Terry will post 2 new samples for taking data on the website - 1 for weekly and 1 for monthly data collection that includes all objectives.
Behaviour data collector pro I used with some students with autism to collect data.

Individuals worked in groups to rework IEP objectives into measurable objectives. 

Action: Dierdre will share her template through the PISP website if she has permission.
Afternoon Break: 2:15 - 2:30 (15 min.)

6. • Interviews Using The Step by Step Communicator, 2:30 - 2:45 (Photo from a PowerPoint) Irene Ennis, SD63 15 min.

First the student used a spinner to ask questions, but then transferred them onto the Step by Step Communicator.   The student interviewed all of the members of the classroom.  Choices were made with each student as to how they would like their Power Point slides to look.  The assistants took the interview concept and then applied them to other activities.  

7. a) Small Break-out Groups 2:45 – 3:40  (Share with group for last 15 min.)

• Writing IEPs  - Tips & Samples

 - 35 min. Breakout Group Facilitator: Sue Batstone, PISP SLP

Action: Maggie will email the highlights to Terry for the minutes (see below)

•Details in the current level of performance so that when you read it - you can “see and hear” the situation as if you were there

•Use information from Cornerstone workshop on writing IEPs so that we are writing SMART objectives (specific, measurable, active, realistic and time limited)

•Clear case manager who coordinates all the itinerants and people creating goals

•try to get all the players in one place once a year, to make certain we are all on the same page and have the same focus

•data collection allows for teacher to be able to review, analyze, and report even though the teacher may not be spending a lot of time with the student and EA

•EA needs the goals ‘in front of their eyes’ and not just listed on IEP in a file

•clarity might be needed about ‘what domains’ MUST be covered as indicated by the ministry for each category on the 1701

• Transitions (between schools, classes & adulthood)

- 35 min. Breakout Group Facilitator: Theresa Verdiel, SD 47 Powell River

Action: Meena as scribe will email the highlights to Terry for the minutes

1. Small Children Transition 

• One district has a formal transition meeting with Supported Child Development, attending also are family, district staff and classroom teacher

• In Jan. other districts meet with parents who have children that may qualify for funding support and information packages are sent home prior to the meeting and families compile medical reports and send to district which are later given to school psychologists to start the identification process

• District Behaviour SEA’s provide additional support for Kindergarten students entering school in Sept. without no formal identification

• Challenge this school year: full-time Kindergarten students entering school with high needs and no identification.  These students would benefit from additional support to for physical & self-care needs (i.e. Toileting)

- Some K. students are on a gradual entry, others enter without staff being aware of needs and later require follow-up services 

- Some districts do not provide any support without formal identification, which is challenging for classroom teachers

- There is a need for community professionals to initiate the intervention process earlier

- One district initiates the identification process pre-January as Community Professionals (OT…) provide all reports to the district meeting with parent permission.  Following this receiving schools are contacted to facilitate a transition meeting and some flex support staff (SSA’s) provide student specific support for non-identified students struggling

• Cross-boundary students follow a different timeline for transition meetings as schools first wait for approval, which can happen in late Sept, so transition meetings can be deferred in some circumstances

• Saanich has a Kindergarten full-day in-service with POPARD facilitating with school teams, this happens in late Sept. as information and strategies for success are developed, along with individual student profile information & planning

• Burnaby offers a 30-day K-1 POPARD series where they meet with school teams discuss how to use visuals in the classroom along with other student specific planning supports.  This starts in Oct and runs into the new year with the POPARD consultant going directly into the school/classroom for particular students and individualizing their in-service

• The group noted the increased number of students with autism throughout their districts

2. Transitions between grades

• This is primarily occurs at the school level between staff and the sharing of information is organized between teachers

3. Grade 7-8 transition/Middle school transitions

• Maple Ridge has a system that aligns with the 3-tier model of student support.  Schools have a booklet that contains transitions information/activities/timeline and is based on the individual needs of each student relative the model. Each high school has a Receiving Secondary Transitions Coordinator (not necessarily Resource Teacher) who manages all communication/paper of students transitioning.  District staff review the process with the volunteer school Coordinator, this streamlines all process/communication between the sending & receiving schools.  They also have transitions projects (LINK) where Childcare Workers identify any vulnerable/at-risk students and the receiving school pairs these youth with Grade 8 students and both participate in a number of pre/post transition activities

4. Out of school transitions

• Cindy shared information on the Evergreen Transition Portfolio which students start in Grade 10, they identify aspects of personal development/share work evidence/resume…IEP goals are included. A copy can be found on the BC CASE website

• If a district likes they can take the original document and tweak it to fit their needs

• Student is connected to community groups or they may be considered for another year of school attendance based on their path/plan.  Community Living participates in developing the Portfolio.  There may be ongoing meetings for the student even after she/he has left School District #35 (Langley)

• In another district the Work Experience Facilitator works with parents/students/CLBC & community agencies, as student work experience is coordinated 

• Most school districts have some package students work through as they move into the senior years at high school
Action: Cindi will pass along any notes for Transition to adulthood re: portfolios.

• Role & Responsibilities of Teaching Assistants - (bring samples to share) - 
- 35 min. Breakout Group Facilitator: Shary McTye, SD 6, Rocky Mountain (Golden)
Terry will scan and email the Special Education Assistant page provided by Shary (District Partner for Rocky Mtn.) from their School District Student Services Manual.

Notes from Joanna as scribe: 

- concern about EAs ‘picking’ their positions/students/hours rather than understanding that they are assigned to a school and it’s up to the administrator what that job will look like, regardless of when they come in to work in the building

- joint paper presented by BCTF/CUPE Roles and Responsibilities of Teachers and Teacher Assistants/Education Assistants has a good breakdown of exact roles and responsibilities

- one district has District EA support staff, which can be moved around mid-year if there is a need at another school, rather than a fund at the Student Services level to apply to

- who’s responsibility is it if there is a concern with an EA working in the prep room when their student is away?  Most likely principal’s.

- sometimes EAs are replaced and sometimes they’re not, depending on money and availability

- EAs often take on the role of curriculum planning, which is not their responsibility.  It would be good if the teacher had notes in their TOC file regarding the special needs students so the TOC would know what to expect and how to work with the student.

- may be more info on the BCCASE site

- page of information brought by Sheri from her district’s binder on roles of EAs. 

• Trans-disciplinary - (stretching limited therapy service)  
- 35 min. Breakout Group Facilitator: Pat Blundon, PISP SLP

Action: Lynn Dunn as scribe will email the highlights to Terry for the minutes

· Pat provided definitions of different kinds of teams to frame our discussion. Trans-disciplinary teams value the knowledge and skill of all team members. Team members hare knowledge, skills and responsibilities across “professional boundaries” as opposed to expert models where only a therapist from a specific discipline delivers therapy. 
· Initial discussion revolved around frustration of what to do when there are limited resources (e.g., Speech-Language Pathologists only visit once per month to a rural area) is there something that Resource Teachers could be taught to in between. The initial discussion was around service to “high incidence kids” for instance children with articulation difficulties.
· The second area of discussion revolved around children with multiple needs who learn new skills best through daily routines. Therefore a trans-disciplinary team is essential “experts” will not be available for every part of a student’s routine. For example, Augmentative and Alternative Communication are best taught by the people who interact with the child on a regular basis rather than at a scheduled therapy appointment.  
· The third area of discussion revolved around how to promote a trans-disciplinary team in a district where the administration especially relies on an expert model to drive program decisions. 
· The fourth area of discussion recognized that when multiple team members are required coordinating meetings can be difficult. It is important for administrators recognize that in a school where 20 trans-disciplinary meetings are required IEPs could be later than an arbitrary deadline.  It is important to have meaningful IEPs where all members contribute rather than “back pack” IEPs that are written without team input.

· The PISP website is an excellent resource.
------------------------------------------------

Reporting Highlights To The Entire Group - 3:20 - 3:40

• 20 min. Reconvene and share highlights with entire group (5 min. each)

9. Fill in Surveys (3:40 - 3:45) Terry 

• View video: What Is Integration? Terry - (5 min.) 
• What was most meaningful for you?

• Which topics would be of interest to you for next year?

• Pick up your expense sheets before leaving if you are eligible to submit a claim.
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